DR. F. M. HILLIARD

He had a vision of Kerry Folk
Life that was unequalled.

He saw its importance before it
ever became popular. The
founding of the Folk Museum at
Muckross was inspired by Dr.
Frank Hilliard. ROS could not
have happened without him. We
will ever be in his debt. His death
has left us with very many happy,
enlightened memories, mingled
with a sadness for our loss. We
offer our sympathy to Mrs.
Hilliard, to his daughter Rosemary
and to his son, Christopher and
thank them for giving us such a
wonderful person for so long.

National Folk Theatre Plan

A plan for a National Folk Theatre, based in Tralee, was
announced recently in a sixty two page report called ‘A Plan for
fostering the growth of Traditional Irish Folk Culture’ which was pre-
pared by Fr. Pat Ahern, the devisor and producer of the folk pageant

Siamsa, and Patrick O’Sullivan and Partners, Architects. (See Full
Report on Page three)

This scene from Siamsa combines the practical trade of thatching with the
mystique of the straw boys— it well illustrates the superstition that is such an
integral part of our Folk Culture.

“"The wren, the wren,
The king of all birds,

St. Stephen’s Day
Was caught in the furze;

Although he is little,
His family is great,

So rise up, (landlady)
And give us a treat!”

This wren boy group was taken by
Raymond Piper the Belfast Artist in
the North Kerry Village of Brosna on
St. Stephen’s Day 1968. The wren in the

cage, the pig’s bladder that distin-
guishes the oinseach, the king in regal
colours and the obvious festivity will
again be in evidence this year partic-
ularly in North Kerry. It is a fitting
picture to accompany our wish to all.
Nollaig fé shona agus fé mhaise
dhaoibh go léir.

The girls who did the "SONGS OF KERRY"” project
under the direction of Sr. M. Consolata.

Songs of Kerry

SONGS OF KERRY was a pictorial presentation of 150 songs on
a chart almost fifty feet long. The work was done by seventy girls
from Listowel. Their leader SISTER CONSOLATA (back to camera
In photo with girls) writes about the work on the project and what

she and the group hope will happen as a result of it).

"SONGS OF KERRY"” was the title
given by a group of First Year Pupils
iIn the Presentation Convent, Listowel,
to a project they did for the Full-Life-
for Youth Scheme under the patronage
of Bishop Casey.

When F.L.Y. was first mooted we
decided to develop an idea that we
had in mind for some time—the present
urgent need for Education of leisure.
Music plays so large a part in the
lives of people that we felt this was also
an opportunity to direct attention to
the Songs of Kerry. In the process a
love of native county might be instilled
and to give a chance to enjoy one
aspect of our own culture. We hope
too, to rescue from oblivion a few of
the Songs of Kerry which enshrine the
county’s beauty and history.

When work began we had no idea
of what the end product would be—
we just played it by ear. At first the
girls got songs locally, from parents,

grandparents and neighbours. Grad-
ually their scope broadened—one
contact led to another, and eventually
spread out over the whole county.
The girls showed tremendous enthus-
lasm—many of them walked miles,
going back again and again following
up on a particular song. Most people
co-operated and showed great interest
iIn the work. As well as lending precious
copies of words, many people put songs
on tape for us.

A new awareness opened for the
girls and myself as we grouped the
various songs. We saw how much of
our history and beauty is incorporated
In these songs, so we decided to link
the project with tourism. The girls
displayed the various songs with
suitable scenes. As an incentive and to
Ccreate greater interest, we formed a
school band. The girls then set about
learning the words and music of some
of the collected songs.
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